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In Tuscaloosa, Alabama the world revolves around one thing: The University of Alabamaâ€™s

Crimson Tide. But on April 27, 2011 everything changed. An EF4 tornado ripped through the small

college town and changed it forever.Â Carson Tinker, the starting long snapper for the 2011 and

2012 National Champion Crimson Tide, was among those forever changed by the events of April

27. Tinker lost his girlfriend Ashley Harrison to the storm, but not his faith.Â In the midst of

unfathomable destruction, Tinker saw love, companionship, perseverance, and triumph in a

community torn apart by a natural disaster. Where everyone else saw tragedy, Carson Tinker saw

blessing. Following the storm, the Crimson Tide suited up to face their most challenging season to

date. Tinkerâ€™s personal story guides readers through what cannot be described any other way

than a season to remember.
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Memoirs written by the young are usually immature, self-indulgent and shallow - especially those by

athletes. Not this one.This book tells how Carsonâ€™s faith, weathering hard times with his good,

spiritually-grounded parents, and the emotional and spiritual maturity instilled by the Alabama

football program, prepared him to deal with the tremendous personal loss and physical challenges

he faced in the aftermath of the tornado.Before reading the book, I was hopeful that it would confirm

that the principles Nick Saban talks about all the time (virtually all of which are spiritually based even

though he seldom expresses them from that perspective) are actually practiced by a significant part

of the Alabama Football Dynasty. From the head coach to support personnel, to teammates, to



former players, Carson was surrounded by the right people who said the right things and took the

right actions at the right times â€“ and all for the right reasons. And Carson lived in gratitude for all

these blessings in real time.If you love God and Alabama football, and a good story about

well-grounded young people making good choices and getting the help they need and deserve to

mature, overcome adversity, and become champions, I recommend this book. And if you do not

tear-up when reading about Siran Stacyâ€™s gracious hospital visit with Carson and his family, then

youâ€™ve probably never felt the power of God moving through others at the right time in your own

life.The face-paced and easy narrative of this story makes it an easy read. The honesty with which it

is told will move you in so many ways. And you wonâ€™t feel like youâ€™re stuck in a sermon

either.Carson also explains the therapeutic value of work and self-sacrifice for others.
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